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March 13, 2012 
RESOLUTION NO. 2011-127 

 
RESOLUTION BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE PUBLIC WORKS, 
PARKS & FACILITIES COMMITTEE AUTHORIZING RACINE COUNTY TO ACQUIRE 
FROM THE YOUNG WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF RACINE, 
WISCONSIN CERTAIN PROPERTY KNOWN AS RIVER BEND NATURE CENTER 
AND TO ENTER INTO A LEASE, OPERATION AND MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT 
WITH RIVER BEND NATURE CENTER, INC.  
 
To the Honorable Members of the Racine County Board of Supervisors: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the Racine County Board of Supervisors hereby 
authorizes and approves the agreements necessary for Racine County to purchase, 
from the Young Women’s Christian Association of Racine, Wisconsin (YWCA), the 
property generally known as River Bend Nature Center, located at 3600 North Green 
Bay Road in the Village of Caledonia, under the general terms and conditions set out in 
“Exhibit A” that is attached hereto and incorporated herein. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that 
the County is authorized to enter into a Lease, Operation and Management Agreement 
with River Bend Nature Center, Inc., a Wisconsin non-stock corporation, for the 
purposes of occupying, managing, maintaining and renovating the facilities, and 
conducting programming, at River Bend Nature Center, under the general terms and 
conditions set out in “Exhibit B” that is attached hereto and incorporated herein. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that 
all agreements shall incorporate such terms and conditions as the Corporation Counsel 
and the Finance Director deem necessary and appropriate. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that 
any two of the County Clerk, the County Executive and/or the County Board Chairman 
are authorized to execute any contracts, agreements or other documents necessary to 
carry out the intent of this resolution. 

   Respectfully submitted, 

1st Reading _____ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
2nd Reading _____ _______________________________ 

BOARD ACTION  Peter L. Hansen, Chairman 
 Adopted _____  
 For _____ _______________________________ 
 Against _____ Russell A. Clark, Vice-Chairman 
 Absent _____  
   _______________________________ 
VOTE REQUIRED: 2/3 M.E. Robert N. Miller, Secretary 
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Prepared by:  _______________________________ 
Corporation Counsel  Mike Dawson 
             

_______________________________ 
Robert D. Grove 
 
 ______________________________ 
Jeff Halbach 
 
___________________________ 
Q. A. Shakoor, II 
 
___________________________ 
Daniel F. Sharkozy 
 
___________________________ 

   Pamela Zenner-Richards 
 
 

   PUBLIC WORKS, PARKS & FACILITIES 
COMMITTEE 

 
   _______________________________ 
   Jeff Halbach, Chairman 
 
   _______________________________ 
   Kay Buske, Vice-Chairman 
 
   _______________________________ 
   Mike Dawson, Secretary 
 
   _______________________________  
      Kenneth Hall 
 
   _______________________________ 

James C. Rooney 
 
_______________________________ 
Daniel F. Sharkozy 
 
___________________________ 
Donnie Snow 

 
The foregoing legislation adopted by the County Board of Supervisors of  
Racine County, Wisconsin, is hereby: 
Approved:  _____ 
Vetoed:  _____ 
 
Date:  ____________________,  
 
_________________________________________________ 
James A. Ladwig, County Executive 
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FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

 
WHEREAS, for decades, the YWCA of Racine has operated the River Bend 

Nature Center, located on the Root River in Caledonia, as a publicly accessible 
environmental, educational, and recreational resource for all of Racine County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in recent years, the YWCA of Racine has recognized that operation 
of River Bend is not a part of its fundamental mission, but the YWCA of Racine 
nonetheless desires to see River Bend continue to be a unique community asset, 
available to all Racine County residents and visitors; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Racine County has available to it Federal Land and Water 
Conservation Program (LAWCON) funds, which are not derived from county property 
taxes, and may only be used for the acquisition of property for public recreational 
purposes; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Racine County has targeted its use of LAWCON funds at properties 
along the Fox and Root Rivers, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) has authorized Racine County to use LAWCON funds to acquire River Bend; 
and 

WHEREAS, although Racine County is able to purchase River Bend without 
expending property tax levy funds, the costs of necessary repairs and improvements to,  
and ongoing maintenance of, River Bend facilities, as well as the costs of management, 
operations, and programming, would have to be defrayed by property tax levy funds; 
and 

WHEREAS, Racine County is unable to commit any use of property tax levy 
funds for facilities repairs, improvements, or maintenance, or for management, 
operations or programming; and  

 WHEREAS, in order to ensure that River Bend remains available to all Racine 
County residents and visitors, but without tax levy subsidy, it is desirable for Racine 
County to contract with a non-profit organization that is willing and able, at no cost to 
county taxpayers, to repair, improve, and maintain the facilities and to manage, operate 
and conduct programming; and 

WHEREAS, River Bend Nature Center, Inc., a Wisconsin non-stock corporation, 
has expressed a willingness to operate River Bend as a publicly accessible facility and 
to carry out all the responsibilities associated therewith and has demonstrated both the 
capability to do so and the support of a wide range of community organizations 
interested in environmental, educational, and recreational matters.  
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