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RACINE COUNTY LAND & WATER CONSERVATION 
14200 Washington Avenue 

Sturtevant, Wisconsin 53177-1253 
Phone:  262-886-8440     Fax:  262-886-8480 

 

RACINE COUNTY LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
Also Known As A Subcommittee of 

THE RACINE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND LAND USE PLANNING 
COMMITTEE 

Ives Grove Auditorium – 14200 Washington Avenue 
Monday, 6:00 p.m., February 5, 2024 

 
SUMMARY MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Committee Members Present:      M. Osterman, J. Eckman, T. Rutkowski, R. Grove,  
              T. Wishau 
 
Committee Members Excused: G. Horeth, T. Greil 
 
Youth in Governance Present: M. Patil 

           Staff Present:  C. Sampson 

 

1. Chairman M. Osterman took roll call and called the February 4, 2024, Racine County 
Land and Water Conservation Committee meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 

2. A motion by R. Grove, seconded by T. Wishau to approve the minutes from the 
December 4th meeting.  The motion was approved (1-0) by Youth in Governance. 
The motion was approved (5/0) by the Committee. 

 
3. M. Osterman attended the NACD Regional Meeting in Springfield, IL.  The meeting 

was cut short due to the weather.  Monte stated that Wisconsin Land & Water wants 
to be involved in the interview and hiring process for the new NRCS State 
Conservationist position. 

C. Sampson reminded the Committee that the WI Land & Water Annual Conference 
is March 6 – 8 in Green Bay.  The conference has a variety of training sessions, 
keynote speakers and the awards banquet on Thursday night.  M. Osterman 
encouraged the Committee to attend. 

 
4. C. Sampson stated the poster contest was a success this year.  Over 140 posters 

were received in three different divisions (K-1, 2-3 and 4-6).  Goodland Montessori 
and Kansasville Elementary School were the two schools involved.  C. Sampson had 
copies of the winning posters to share with the Supervisors.  M. Osterman stated it is 
good to get the youth involved and this was great news to have that many students 
submit posters. 
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5. C. Sampson stated the tree program was continuing to take in orders.  The ordering 
deadline is February 23rd.  T. Rutkowski asked how the program was advertised.  C. 
Sampson stated that if a customer had ordered trees in the past 3 years, then a mailing 
will be sent to those customers.  Also, the Racine County facebook page has released 
two notifications about the program.  C. Sampson said they currently have over 200 
orders and almost 20,000 trees sold so far.  Currently, American Arborvitae is the only 
species that is sold out.  M. Patil asked what exactly the tree program entails.  C. 
Sampson stated that once per year the County sells 12-18 inch trees in bundles of 25 
at low cost to promote environmental conservation.   

6. C. Sampson said the next Farmland Preservation Planning meeting will likely be 
sometime in March or April.  He also stated that Jeff Rice from the Town of Burlington 
has been having some discussions about A-1 zoning versus A-2 zoning and some of 
the questions that have been raised at the Town.  The Town of Burlington is also 
updating their land use plan and having some of the same conversations regarding A-
1 and A-2 zoning. 

7. M. Osterman stated that he wanted the Committee to complete an ordinance review 
for items relating to the Land & Water Conservation office and Committee.  The 
“Shoreland Uses” ordinance was presented to the Committee.  C. Sampson stated 
that shoreland areas were any permitted construction activities within 1000 feet of a 
lake or 300 feet of a navigable stream.  C. Sampson said the only part of the ordinance 
that could be updated is the portion that reads “Technical Subcommittee on Shoreland 
Development Standards to the Racine County Land Use Committee, 1982.”  This 
could be updated to read “Development Services staff and Economic Development 
and Land Use Planning Committee.”  C. Sampson continued to state the Development 
Services staff intakes permit applications in the shoreland area and reviews structure 
heights, setbacks, etc. Then, the proposal is given to Land & Water Conservation for 
review of floodplains, wetlands, erosion control recommendations and other 
environmental impacts.  Land & Water Conservation staff conducts a site visit, takes 
photos, and assesses any other potential water quality, runoff or other environmental 
concerns regarding the proposal.  Staff returns to the office and writes a technical 
report to include with Development Service’s verbiage in a shoreland contract.  M. 
Osterman asked about the soil and water conservation activities mentioned in the 
ordinance.  C. Sampson said the ordinance must relate to any earth disturbance and 
many soil and water conservation activities include earth disturbance.  Although, most 
soil and water conservation activities that involve County Land & Water Conservation 
staff or NRCS are often exempt from permitting, especially if done on agricultural land. 

8. C. Sampson said the WPCR was not going to have a Winter Workshop in 2024.  
Instead, they were going to attend more educational events for themselves.  There 
was some discussion about having a Field Day in May, but nothing has been decided 
yet. The Summer Field Day will be held in September. 

C. Sampson said he was meeting with some of the WPCR Board Members on 
Thursday to fill out the 2023 annual report for WI DATCP. 
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9. M. Osterman shared G. Horeth’s spreadsheet on rainfall / snow melt versus water 
levels at the Waterford Dam.  The data does not appear to have much impact on the 
water levels thus far. 

10. R. Grove requested discussion on solar farms and the environmental impacts to be 
included on the agenda.  There was discussion on the life of solar panels and what 
happens when the sites are abandoned after their useful years.  The questions of 
other environmental impacts such as runoff and soil impacts were also discussed.  It 
was agreed that the Committee should bring any additional information they have to 
the next Committee meeting.  C. Sampson said Development Services is currently 
developing a solar ordinance.  M. Osterman requested the ordinance to be reviewed 
by this Committee. 

 

11.  A motion by T. Rutkowski to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. 



Date 1 

RESOLUTION NO. 2024-RPW 2 

 3 

RESOLUTION BY THE RACINE COUNTY LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 4 

COMMITTEE TO SUPPORT A GRANT PROPOSAL TO THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 5 

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ROOT-PIKE WATERSHED 6 

INITIATIVE NETWORK FOR AN URBAN AGRICULTURE AND COMMUNITY 7 

CONSERVATION PROJECT AT THE RACINE COUNTY YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AND 8 

CARE CENTER 9 

 10 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Conservation Districts (“NACD”) is a 501(c)(3) 11 

nonprofit association that works to help manage and protect land and water resources on 12 

private and public lands in the United States; and 13 

 14 

WHEREAS, as the national voice for all conservation districts, NACD supports voluntary, 15 

incentive-driven natural resource conservation programs that benefits all citizens, including 16 

through administration of the NACD Urban and Community Conservation Grant Initiative which 17 

is designed to enhance urban agriculture conservation technical assistance activities in 18 

developed and developing areas of both urban and rural communities; and 19 

 20 

WHEREAS, NACD provides innovative planning and implementation grants for up to 21 

$60,000 to support urban agriculture and community conservation; and 22 

 23 

 WHEREAS, Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network (“RPW”) intends to partner with the 24 

Racine County Land and Water Conservation Department for an NACD implementation grant to 25 

plan, design, install and maintain a specialty micro-farm at the Youth Development and Care 26 

Center (“YDCC”); and 27 

 28 

 WHEREAS, the creation of this harvestable micro-farm will enable residents and 29 

community groups access to native plants for pollinator habitat and roadside water 30 

contamination mitigation, and education and 31 

 32 

 WHEREAS, the operation of the micro-farm will teach beneficial skills to youth residents 33 

within the YDCC, will ultimately save Racine County expenses for road and highway 34 

maintenance, and provide opportunity for public buildings to be beautified while increasing 35 

environmental stewardship through pollinator habitat creation, and 36 

 37 

 WHEREAS, the Racine County Land and Water Conservation Committee has reviewed 38 

and supports the proposal to apply for an NACD Urban and Community Conservation Grant. 39 

 40 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Racine County Land and Water 41 

Conservation Committee that the submission of a grant proposal to the National Association of 42 

Conservation Districts in partnership with the Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network for an 43 

urban agriculture and community conservation project at the Racine County Youth Development 44 

and Care Center is approved subject to a duly authorized resolution of the Racine County Board 45 

of Supervisors approving the same. 46 

 47 

RACINE COUNTY LAND AND WATER  48 

Respectfully submitted, CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 49 

    50 

VOTE REQUIRED: Majority ____________________________________ 51 

   Monte Osterman, Chairman 52 

  53 

   _____________________________________ 54 



   Robert Grove, Vice-Chairman 1 

   2 

   _____________________________________ 3 

   Jason Eckman 4 

    5 

Prepared by:  _____________________________________ 6 

 CES  Tom Greil 7 

 8 

______________________________________ 9 

Taylor Wishau 10 

 11 

______________________________________ 12 

Tom Rutkowski 13 

 14 

________________________________ 15 

Greg Horeth 16 

 17 

INFORMATION ONLY 18 

 19 

 WHEREAS, it is anticipated that NACD will provide a Memorandum of Agreement – one 20 

(1) year term – upon announcement of successful proposals; and  21 

 22 

WHEREAS, to receive grant funds if and upon successful award, Racine County must 23 

authorize via separate legislative action entry into the Memorandum of Agreement and a match 24 

of 25% of funds awarded through in-kind or cash matches.    25 

 26 
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