
 

 

Special points of in-

terest: 

• September is Kinship 

Appreciation Month! 

• A huge thank you to 

Grace Church, Safe and 

Sound and Tom Dunk for 

helping throw a Kinship 

Appreciation Event on 

September 21! 

• Want to show support, 

donate a raffle item for 

the Kinship Event on 

September 21! 

• Interested in learning 

more about foster care? 

Attend an upcoming Info 

Session 

• Are you a school, hospi-

tal, organization and 

want to learn more, con-

tact me to schedule a 

meeting! 
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Dear Community Partner and 

Supporter of Racine County 

Foster Care, 

 

Over the past couple of years, 

you have truly shown how sup-

portive you are of the greater 

community.  Various business-

es, community organizations 

and community lay people 

stepped up to form partner-

ships with our program, show-

ing the belief that it takes a 

village.  In continuing to grow 

and show support for those 

who continue to commit to 

caring about Racine’s children 

by becoming Court Ordered 

Kinship Providers, we gener-

ously ask you to think about 

donation to the Kinship Appre-

ciation Family Movie Night.  

The month of September is 

considered National Kinship 

Care Appreciation Month. As 

of 2021, a new Act, the Fami-

lies First Act, required Child 

Protective Services to seek 

out relative placements. Ra-

cine has been on the forefront 

of executing this act and 

would like to honor our provid-

ers as September is Kinship 

Provider appreciation month. 

This year, we are asking your 

support in appreciating our 

providers.  To provide some 

perspective, Racine County 

has 150 children placed in 

out of home care and 29 kin-

ship homes. This means that 

Racine County relative fami-

lies are going over and above 

the call of duty to have a posi-

tive impact on the kids in our 

community by accepting more 

than one child in their home. 
 

 

Our hope is that you will join 

in celebrating Kinship Care 

Appreciation Month and our 

providers by each donating a 

gift worth a minimum of $25 

in value. These gifts will be 

given to our relative families 

during our Kinship Apprecia-

tion Family Movie Night, Sep-

tember 21st. Our ultimate 

goal is to receive enough do-

nations to provide special 

“thank you” gifts to some fam-

ilies throughout the year for 

exceptional service, so your 

generosity in giving would be 

greatly appreciated.  

 

There are a variety of ways in 

which you can help us show 

appreciation toward our pro-

viders and work collaborative-

ly to grow a stronger commu-

nity. We recognize you too 

were affected by the pandem-

ic, so suggest, if you are una-

ble to donate, that you help in 

the following ways: 

 

• Like our Facebook page 

and share the information 

with your networks Talk-

ing about foster care, 

helps foster care. 

• Host a Foster Parent 

Night, offering specials to 

our foster providers. 

• Allow Foster Care Staff to 

come speak about foster 

care to your staff. 

• Invite Foster Care staff to 

participate in events to 

assist with recruitment 

efforts. 

• If you are part of a group 

or organization, allow Fos-

ter Care staff to speak at 

a meeting or gathering. 

• Get on our community 

email list and receive our 

monthly newsletter. You 

are allowed to have free 

ad space for your compa-

ny and promote if you 

make the newsletter 

available to your staff 

and/or patrons at your 

company. 

• Have a staff fundraiser, 

make it fun and raise 

money to donate to Fos-

ter Care. 

• Post Foster Care fliers 

and/or posters in your 

establishment or work-

space showing you sup-

port us. 

• Become a respite provid-

er and offer breaks to our 

families. 

• Become a foster parent. 

 

We need kind-hearted and 

compassionate people like 

you to join us in showing Ra-

cine County kinship providers 

that we care about them and 

are proud of the work they are 

doing. Studies have shown 

that people continue the work 

that they are doing if they feel 

appreciated. It takes a village 

to grow and care for our com-

munity, will you help us retain 

relatives who are doing great 

work in our community with 

our kids? 

 

To coordinate donations, drop 

offs or pickups or if you have 

questions, comments, con-

cerns or ponderings, or anoth-

er way to partner, please con-

tact me, Jessica Scheeler at 

262-638-6595 or via email at 

jessi-

ca.scheeler@racinecounty.co

m. 

 

Your donation can also be 

mailed to: 

Racine County Human Ser-

vices 

Attention: Jessica Scheeler, 

Foster Care 

1717 Taylor Avenue 

Racine, WI 53403 

 

Thank you for your considera-

tion. I look forward to hearing 

from you soon. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Jessica M Scheeler 
Foster Parent Recruitment 

Donations Requested 

Please donate a gift to 

show support to our 

Kinship Providers  

mailto:jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com
mailto:jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com
mailto:jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com
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Information Sessions 

For more info or to 

register, contact Jess at 

262-638-6595 
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These topic specific online classes are designed for parents or caregivers raising 
children together while living apart. A new topic every month! Register today at 
https://bit.ly/3ioqBJr 

Training Opportunities: Resilient Co-Parenting 

For more info: 

Sarah Hawks 

Family and Community Educator 

UW-Madison Division of Extension - 

Racine County 

1072 Milwaukee Avenue 

Burlington, WI 53105 

  

Phone (262) 767-2916 

WI Relay 7-1-1 

New Email Address – 

sarah.hawks@wisc.edu  

Web site - 

https://racine.extension.wisc.edu/  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bit.ly/3ioqBJr__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHlftL-jVM$
tel:%28262%29%20767-2916
mailto:sarah.hawks@wisc.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/racine.extension.wisc.edu/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHldQewiEX$
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Training Opportunities: Triple P 

For more info: 

Jackie Schommer, CHES 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Program Manager – Community 

Health and Education 

Children’s Wisconsin  

Phone: 414-292-4204  

childrenswi.org 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.childrenswi.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!8Zs3MGCGfCikBYObvX_jeqCb8YBUYe6CuZLCkyyArxWznFUMIonKoa0OWdsisxZhwWWPNTJOPrnkxLH4UJPOXAMaeQzpOuhp$
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Strengthening Families Program Over-
view 

Strengthening Families Program (SFP) is an 
evidenced-based parenting program devel-
oped by Dr. Karol Kumpfer, professor 
emeritus at the University of Utah.  SFP is 
for all families, not just at-risk families.  
SFP helps parents improve their parenting 
skills in the areas of family bonding, estab-
lishing limits and boundaries and monitor-
ing their children’s social and emotional 
well-being.  Additionally, it helps decrease 
drug and alcohol abuse and delinquency in 
their children. 
 
According to Strengthening Families Pro-
gram, the program addresses the following 
risk factors 
(https://strengtheningfamiliesprogram.org/
):  

• Neglect; lack 
of love, care, 
& support 

• Family con-
flict 

• Difficulties in 
communi-
cating re-
spectfully 

• Lax or harsh 
discipline 

• Lack of su-
pervision 

• Substance use 
by parents (or 
child) 

• Stressful life 
events 

• Exposure to 
vio-
lence/abuse 

• Low expecta-
tions for 
school suc-
cess / failure 
at school 

• Lack of family 
customs, tra-
ditions 

• Low self-
esteem 

 
 

 
SFP trains parents in skills to increase 
Protective Factors: 

• Strong, loving parent-child bonds 
• Functional, well-managed home 
• Mild, consistent discipline 
• Clear rules against substance use 
• Monitoring of child’s activities & 

friends 
• High expectations; involved parent 
• School attendance and success 
• Family customs & traditions 
• Parents set a good substance use exam-

ple 

Training Opportunities: Strengthening Families 

For more info: 

Luci Arroyo, M.S.E. 

Professional Services Group/ 

Community Impact Programs 

Director of Racine Programs 

Work Cell: (262) 945-8856 
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For Immediate Release 
August 11, 2023 
On September 10, 2023, from 2:00 to 
3:30 PM, North Pointe United Methodist 
Church is sponsoring a presentation by 
Tim Hall who will speak about the Moral 
Challenge of Environmental Racism. 
This presentation is the fifth in a series 
of bi-monthly Community Conversations 
sponsored by the church. All are wel-
come to attend.  
In June 2022, Hall, originally from the 

San Francisco Bay Area, was named Promoter of Justice, 
Peace and Care of Creation for the Dominican Sisters of 
Racine. Prior to that time, Tim split his career between 
representing unions in labor litigation and teaching high 
school Latin and theology. Tim has a BA in Classics and a 
Law Degree from UW Madison, and an MA in Theology 
from Notre Dame.  
 
Event Title:  
North Pointe Community 
Conversations: The Mor-
al Challenge of Environ-
mental Racism 
Date and time: 
Sunday, September 10, 2023, 2:00 to 3:30 PM  
Location: 
North Pointe United Methodist Church 
3825 Erie Street 
Racine, WI 53402 
 
For more information, contact: 
Nikki Fisher 
Cell: 262-930-7386 
Home: 262-456-2919  

Training Opportunities: The Moral Imperative of 

Environmental Racism 

 
For more information, contact: 
Nikki Fisher 
Cell: 262-930-7386 
Home: 262-456-2919  
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Training Opportunities: The Moral Imperative of 

Environmental Racism 

 
For more information, contact: 
Nikki Fisher 
Cell: 262-930-7386 
Home: 262-456-2919  
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Community Events: 
 

For more  info contact: 

Joseph Schurian 

Program Coordinator 
5th-8th RUSD Esports 
joseph.schurian@rusd.org 
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Community Events: 
 

For more  info contact: 

Joseph Schurian 

Program Coordinator 
5th-8th RUSD Esports 
joseph.schurian@rusd.org 
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Community Events: 
 

For more  info contact: 

Joseph Schurian 
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Community Events: 
 

For more  info contact: 

Joseph Schurian 

Program Coordinator 
5th-8th RUSD Esports 
joseph.schurian@rusd.org 
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Community Events: 
 

For more  info contact: 

Joseph Schurian 

Program Coordinator 
5th-8th RUSD Esports 
joseph.schurian@rusd.org 
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Community Events: 
 

For more  info contact: 

Christa Scott  

herkindnessministries@gma

il.com 
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Community Events: 
 

Check out Racine Theatre Guild’s 86th 
Season! 

 

For more info: 

https://

racinetheatre.org/ 
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Community Events: 
 

For more info: 

Pastor Ernest Ni'a 

<ernestnia@gmail.com> 
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Community Events: 

For more info: 

Pastor Ernest Ni'a 

<ernestnia@gmail.com> 
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Community Events: 

For more info: 

Candace Sanchez 

Author | Life Coach | 

Motivational Speaker | 

Podcast Host 

www.candacesanchez.com 

info@candacesanchez.com  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.candacesanchez.com__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!67crXy1kSYIKym3SKQhrFoY4FUE3uZqxBhOanHWO1qIcEnastBYzyJQ-Q6xH4IEyUCIrfHn67gae0WR8FK1yeCrX-2RMfBJI$
mailto:info@candacesanchez.com
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Community Events: 
 

For more info: 

https://www.ulrk.org/ 
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Community Events: 
 

For more info: 

Asia Koblanska 

Office Administrator 

Racine Interfaith Coalition 

RIC:  People of All Faiths 

Working Together 

2302A DeKoven Avenue 

Number:262-635-9532 

Email: 

ricracine1993@gmail.com 

mailto:ricracine1993@gmail.com
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Community Events: 
 

For more info: 

https://

www.educationempowerme

nt2021.org/ 
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Community Information: 
 

For more info: 

Lori Riffer | She/Her/Hers 
United Way of Racine 
County 
Initiatives Director  
O: 262.456.6468 | C: 
262.994.9759 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.unitedwayracine.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!5RzkOwIBYVz2qHI7i7AymjfZjOg-zcqjVrV-9yt-E02rQYfgtBFDwonEOzDU8efKdW5p9F_8OrbEe3bIRVf7O8dV1v6x6jrbkQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.unitedwayracine.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!5RzkOwIBYVz2qHI7i7AymjfZjOg-zcqjVrV-9yt-E02rQYfgtBFDwonEOzDU8efKdW5p9F_8OrbEe3bIRVf7O8dV1v6x6jrbkQ$
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Community Information: 

For more info: 

Cathy Jacobs-President 

414-430-6651 

Catherine.jacobs0902@gm

ail.com 



Page 24 

Community Information: 

For more info: 

Darci Green, MPA 

Executive Director 

John XXIII Educational 

Center 

A ministry of St. Patrick's 

Parish 

1101 Douglas Ave 

Racine, WI  53402 
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Community Information: 
Camp Hope! A Free Camp for Foster and Kinship Teens! 
 
Boys Camp is held October 27-29 
Girls Camp is held September 22-24 
 
To Register for Camp Hope: 
 
Boys: https://form.jotform.com/230466191208150 
By September 29th  
 
Girls: https://form.jotform.com/230466589962168  
By August 31st 
 

For more info: 

If you have any questions 

please e-mail: Camp 

Director - Heather Lojeski -

 hlojeski@fhlforkids.org  

 

https://fhlforkids.org/camp-

hope 

https://form.jotform.com/230466191208150
https://form.jotform.com/230466589962168
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: Amy 

Wolfe  

Director of Development 

SFFC-Racine and Kenosha  

Cell: 262-757-3365 

 Office: 262-725-5199 ext.700 

 E-mail: 

amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org  

mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: 

 

Lori 
McLaughlin | Executive Assistant to 
Family Services and Health |Acelero 
Learning Wisconsin |  Walton Center 
7833 W. Capitol Drive, 
Milwaukee  WI  53222 |  C: (262) 
221.6621| E: lfritz@acelero.net | 
Website: www.acelero.net 

 

 

mailto:kbromberek@acelero.net
mailto:fritz@acelero.net
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.acelero.net/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!5NFn5xQ3x6lMJsOkCG-SM5b6_56ZNFfAgZ5Kl1o-Wt5fUJVt9KNxUGIIzJMz0i92Lw7GUILGNkvKKvOdJEUGGhiU$
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Community Information: 
 

For more information 

contact: 

Behavioral Health Services 
of Racine County 
262-638-6744 
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Community Information: 
 
 

For More Info: 

https://bluedoordental.com 
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more information contact: 

Ben Weisberg  (He/ Him)  
Patient Experience Manager  
Orthodontic Experts  
________________________________
________________________________
___________________  
Mobile 847-951-7756 

Email bweisberg@orthoexp.com 
1700 W Higgins Rd | Des Plaines, IL | 
60018  
 

 

mailto:bweisberg@orthoexp.com
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Community Information: 
 

For More Info: 

Ben Weisberg  (He/ Him)  
Patient Experience Manager  
Orthodontic Experts  
______________________________________________________
_____________________________  
Mobile 847-951-7756 
Email 
bweisberg@orthoexp.com 
1700 W Higgins Rd | Des Plaines, 
IL | 60018  

mailto:bweisberg@orthoexp.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 

Ashley Hess 

Youth Specialist/ Safe Start 

Coordinator  
PO Box 1764, Racine WI 
53401  
Business Phone: 
262.633.3274 ext. 107 
Cell: 262.865.4791 
Text line: 262-221-0058 
Fax: 262.633.5523  
Crisis Line: 262.633.3233 



Page 33 

Community Information: 
 

 

For more information contact: 

Shemayah Paige  

Facilitator and Community 

Outreach Coordinator   

1717 Taylor Ave- Third Floor  

Racine, WI 53403  

Office: 262-638-7797  

Email:  Shemayah.Paige@Equ

usWorks.com   

mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more info: 

Shemayah Paige  

Facilitator and Community 

Outreach Coordinator   

1717 Taylor Ave- Third Floor  

Racine, WI 53403  

Office: 262-638-7797  

Email:  Shemayah.Paige@Equ

usWorks.com   
 

 

mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 

Bouavanh XIong 
TJ/TMJ Project 

Coordinator/Supervisor 
1915 N Dr. MLK Jr Dr 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 
262-345-7861 

| bouavanh.xiong@equuswork

s.com 

mailto:bouavanh.xiong@equusworks.com
mailto:bouavanh.xiong@equusworks.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 

262-687-2222 
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more info: 

https://dtcbus.net/contact-

dtc/ 
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Foster Care Hero: Quarter 3, 2023:  Merz Cares  

“Do not judge me by my 

success, judge me by how 

many times I fell down and 

got back up again.” 

― Nelson Mandela  

Yum Yum for Your 
Tum Tum: Risotto 
with Chicken and 
Mushrooms 

Ingredients 
• 1 carton (32 ounces) 

chicken broth 
• 1 to 1-1/2 cups water 
• 4 tablespoons unsalt-

ed butter, divided 
• 2 tablespoons olive oil 
• 1/2 pound sliced baby 

portobello mush-
rooms 

• 1 small onion, finely 
chopped 

• 1-1/2 cups uncooked 
arborio rice 

• 1/2 cup dry white 
wine or chicken broth 

• 1 tablespoon lemon 
juice 

• 2 cups shredded ro-

tisserie chicken 
• 3 tablespoons grated 

Parmesan cheese 
• 2 tablespoons minced 

fresh parsley 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper 

Directions 
1. In a large saucepan, 

bring broth and water 
to a simmer; keep 
hot. In another large 
saucepan, heat 2 ta-
blespoons butter and 
oil over medium heat. 
Add mushrooms and 
onion; cook and stir 
6-8 minutes or until 
tender. Add rice; 
cook and stir 2-3 
minutes or until rice 
is coated. 

2. Stir in wine and lem-
on juice. Reduce 
heat to maintain a 
simmer; cook and 

stir until wine mixture 
is absorbed. Add hot 
broth mixture, 1/2 cup 
at a time, cooking and 
stirring until broth has 
been absorbed after 
each addition, until 
rice is tender but firm 
to the bite and risotto 
is creamy. 

 Stir in chicken, 
cheese, parsley, salt, 
pepper and remaining 
butter; heat through. 
Serve immediately. 



 

 Racine County Foster Care Unit is a team comprised of dedicated 

staff ensuring the safety and stability of children placed in out of 

home care. As well as, educating the community on the need for 

foster providers and what the foster care program is, our staff is 

also responsible for screening, interviewing and licensing all our 

prospective foster home.  Additionally, the Racine County Foster 

Care unit is responsible for maintaining exceptional customer ser-

vice with our families, to ensure all needs are being met, by 

providing support to our homes to ensure they succeed. The Unit 

is also responsible for placement of all children who enter out of 

home care. We are the family connection. 

RACINE COUNTY 
FOSTER CARE 

1717 Taylor Ave Racine, 

WI 53403 

 

262-638-6595 

 

jessica.scheeler@racine

county.com  

 

https://

racinecounty.com/

residents/bring-them-

home-3113 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

racinecountyfostercare/ 

https://
racinecounty.com
/government/

human-services/
youth-and-family/

foster-care 

We Need You!! Foster Closet of  
Racine County! 

 
Now accepting donations! 

By foster parents, for foster parents 


