
Racine County Foster Care 
launched their new recruit-
ment initiative, “Do It Any-
way,”  July 7th and thanks to 
all of you, it was a huge suc-
cess.  About 100 people at-
tended the event and enjoyed 
refreshments of popcorn, cot-
ton candy and snow cones, 
provided by a community 
member, Tom Dunk and 
drinks, provided by Safe and 
Sound: Raymond Ellison, 
Miracle Holmes and Elaine 
De La Cruz, a local communi-
ty organization. Those who 
attended also got to partici-
pate in a raffle, where prizes 
included, various gift cards 
from local  and near area 
companies and organizations, 
such as Bronco Barber, Ras-
mussen Diamonds, Cost Cut-
ters, Milwaukee Milkman, 
Racine Art Museum, Millers 
Flowers, Partners in Design 
Hair Studio and Spa and Mil-
waukee Art Museum. Con-
gratulations to all the winners!  
 
The night kicked off with a 
short introduction about the 
campaign, followed by 
speeches from the featured 
Racine County 
foster parents 
appearing in the 
videos, Gabrielle 
Hood, Mary An-
drews, Lesia Hill-
Driver and Jen-
nifer and Paul 
Durbin. 
 
The crowd joined 
in a countdown to 
the big reveal of 
the first full 

length, “Do It Anyway,” video, 
featuring Gabrielle and Britta-
ny.  One of seven families 
you will get to meet and hear 
from throughout the course of 
this initiative. Next, a montage 
of several of the other families 
was shown, giving a little bit 
of a sneak peak as to what’s 
to come. 
 
This initiative is estimated to 
run about two years. Within 
that time, several more 
events will be planned so the 
public can continue to meet 
the rest of the featured foster 
parents who are part of this 
message. 
 
This won’t be easy, Do It Any-
way, is a targeted message to 
those who enjoy a challenge 
and wish to step up and step 
into a child’s life, by becoming 
a treatment foster parent.  
Racine County’s strategic 
approach to this initiative fo-
cuses on partnering with vari-
ous, higher stress occupa-
tions, such as teachers 
through RUSD, doctors and 
nurses, through Aurora and 
Ascension and first respond-

ers through the Police Depart-
ment. 
 
A huge thank you  to our 
community partners that 
showed up to show support: 
Clerk of Courts, Amy 
Vanderhoef, thank you for 
use of your pop up too!  
County Board Supervisor Dis-
trict 5, Jody Spencer, Burling-
ton Public Library, Emily 
Laidley,  Racine Unified 
School District Community 
Connectors:  Minister Johnny 
Ford, Dajuanna Sanders, 
Tenisha Winn and Tanya 
Wooden, Royal Family Kids 
Camp Leadership: Jill Kamm, 
Sue Toeller and Police Lieu-
tenant, Richard Toeller . Of 
course, thank you to Youth 
and Family Division team ma-
tes who showed to assist with 
the event, Kim Serpe, Anid 
Perez and Catrina Brooks. 
Than you to former Initial As-
sessment worker Michelle 
Pedersen for the use of your 
pop up too!   
 
If you missed the launch, you 
can check out both videos 
here: 
 
https://youtu.be/LvO4ABnyLj
U 
 
https://youtu.be/kalbgM6GoZ
8 
 
If you are interested in learn-
ing more: Contact  
Jessica Scheeler, jessi-
ca.scheeler@racinecounty.co
m or 262-638-6595 

Thank you for your support! Even though it rained a little, you 
showed you have what it takes to, “Do It Anyway!” 

Special points 

of interest: 

• Come catch me at 

an upcoming com-

munity event! 

Check out the 

events section to 

find out where I’ll 

be! 

• Thank you for the 

tremendous sup-

port on July 7th! 

Our event was a 

success because 

of you! 

• September is Kin-

ship Appreciation 

Month! 
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Information Sessions 

For more info or to 

register, contact Jess at 

262-638-6595 
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These topic specific online classes are designed for parents or caregivers raising 
children together while living apart. A new topic every month! Register today at 
https://bit.ly/3ioqBJr 

Training Opportunities: Resilient Co-Parenting 

For more info: 

Sarah Hawks 

Family and Community Educator 

UW-Madison Division of Extension - 

Racine County 

1072 Milwaukee Avenue 

Burlington, WI 53105 

  

Phone (262) 767-2916 

WI Relay 7-1-1 

New Email Address – 

sarah.hawks@wisc.edu  

Web site - 

https://racine.extension.wisc.edu/  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bit.ly/3ioqBJr__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHlftL-jVM$
tel:%28262%29%20767-2916
mailto:sarah.hawks@wisc.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/racine.extension.wisc.edu/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHldQewiEX$
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Training Opportunities: Triple P 

For more info: 

Jackie Schommer, CHES 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Program Manager – Community 

Health and Education 

Children’s Wisconsin  

Phone: 414-292-4204  

childrenswi.org 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.childrenswi.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!8Zs3MGCGfCikBYObvX_jeqCb8YBUYe6CuZLCkyyArxWznFUMIonKoa0OWdsisxZhwWWPNTJOPrnkxLH4UJPOXAMaeQzpOuhp$
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Strengthening Families Program Over-
view 

Strengthening Families Program (SFP) is an 
evidenced-based parenting program devel-
oped by Dr. Karol Kumpfer, professor 
emeritus at the University of Utah.  SFP is 
for all families, not just at-risk families.  
SFP helps parents improve their parenting 
skills in the areas of family bonding, estab-
lishing limits and boundaries and monitor-
ing their children’s social and emotional 
well-being.  Additionally, it helps decrease 
drug and alcohol abuse and delinquency in 
their children. 
 
According to Strengthening Families Pro-
gram, the program addresses the following 
risk factors 
(https://strengtheningfamiliesprogram.org/
):  

• Neglect; lack 
of love, care, 
& support 

• Family con-
flict 

• Difficulties in 
communi-
cating re-
spectfully 

• Lax or harsh 
discipline 

• Lack of su-
pervision 

• Substance use 
by parents (or 
child) 

• Stressful life 
events 

• Exposure to 
vio-
lence/abuse 

• Low expecta-
tions for 
school suc-
cess / failure 
at school 

• Lack of family 
customs, tra-
ditions 

• Low self-
esteem 

 
 

 
SFP trains parents in skills to increase 
Protective Factors: 

• Strong, loving parent-child bonds 
• Functional, well-managed home 
• Mild, consistent discipline 
• Clear rules against substance use 
• Monitoring of child’s activities & 

friends 
• High expectations; involved parent 
• School attendance and success 
• Family customs & traditions 
• Parents set a good substance use exam-

ple 

Training Opportunities: Strengthening Families 

For more info: 

Luci Arroyo, M.S.E. 

Professional Services Group/ 

Community Impact Programs 

Director of Racine Programs 

Work Cell: (262) 945-8856 
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Community Events: 
 

Check out Racine Theatre Guild’s 86th 
Season! 

 

For more info: 

https://

racinetheatre.org/ 



Page 7 

Community Events: 
 

For more info: 

Candy Hernandez 

candy@livingfaithracine

.org 
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Community Events: 
 

For more info: 

Scarlette Kinderman - she/

her/hers 

Regional Community 

Partnerships Coordinator  

262-770-5011 (Cell)  

414-289-3711 (Office) 

Scarlette.Kinderman@ppwi.

org 

  

mailto:scarlette.kinderman@ppwi.org
mailto:scarlette.kinderman@ppwi.org
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Community Events: 
 

For more info: 

Rebecca Estrada 

Family  & Community 
Engagement Specialist 

 

 
3109 Mount Pleasant 
Street | Racine, WI 53404 
Tel: 262.631.7118, Cell: 
262.221.6479 | Fax: 262.631-
7097 Web: www.rusd.org 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.rusd.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!8qul4bkYnDPEiUiuH4yEwTOCJZK4iIBEBGF8-jvyfDbGOd5EOqM2ssYRYO8pxpseVVuP9Uv13vP-94_6UwVF7b2CXr7YUTYLVW0$
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Community Events: 

For more info: 

Rebecca Estrada 

Family  & Community 
Engagement Specialist 

 

 
3109 Mount Pleasant 
Street | Racine, WI 53404 
Tel: 262.631.7118, Cell: 
262.221.6479 | Fax: 262.631-
7097 Web: www.rusd.org 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.rusd.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!8qul4bkYnDPEiUiuH4yEwTOCJZK4iIBEBGF8-jvyfDbGOd5EOqM2ssYRYO8pxpseVVuP9Uv13vP-94_6UwVF7b2CXr7YUTYLVW0$
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Community Events: 
 

For more info: 
https://beleafsurvivors.org/events/ 
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Community Information: 
 
 
 

The Kids Bowl Free Program is a great oppor-

tunity for kids ages 2-17 to get 2 free games of 

bowling a day during the summer.  The Lanes 

in Racine is a participating alley, however, 

there are locations throughout the State that 

participate in the program.  Attached is a link 

to the website where someone can sign up and 

get more information.  A great resource to help 

keep kids busy doing something fun and posi-

tive.   

 

www.kidsbowlfree.com 
 

For more info : 

Www.kidsbowlfree.com 

 

http://www.kidsbowlfree.com
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Community Information: 
 

 For More Info: 

Jessica Diaz 

<jjdiaz2250@gmail.com> 
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Community Information: 
 

 For More Info: 

Jessica Diaz 

<jjdiaz2250@gmail.com> 
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Community Information: 

For more info: 

Candace Sanchez 

Author | Life Coach | 

Motivational Speaker | 

Podcast Host 

www.candacesanchez.com 

info@candacesanchez.com  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.candacesanchez.com__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!67crXy1kSYIKym3SKQhrFoY4FUE3uZqxBhOanHWO1qIcEnastBYzyJQ-Q6xH4IEyUCIrfHn67gae0WR8FK1yeCrX-2RMfBJI$
mailto:info@candacesanchez.com
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Community Information: 
Camp Hope! A Free Camp for Foster and Kinship Teens! 
 
Boys Camp is held October 27-29 
Girls Camp is held September 22-24 
 
To Register for Camp Hope: 
 
Boys: https://form.jotform.com/230466191208150 
By September 29th  
 
Girls: https://form.jotform.com/230466589962168  
By August 31st 
 

For more info: 

If you have any questions 

please e-mail: Camp 

Director - Heather Lojeski -

 hlojeski@fhlforkids.org  

 

https://fhlforkids.org/camp-

hope 

https://form.jotform.com/230466191208150
https://form.jotform.com/230466589962168
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Community Information: 
 

For more info: 

https://www.ulrk.org/ 
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: Amy 

Wolfe  

Director of Development 

SFFC-Racine and Kenosha  

Cell: 262-757-3365 

 Office: 262-725-5199 ext.700 

 E-mail: 

amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org  

mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org


Page 19 

Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: 

 

Lori 
McLaughlin | Executive Assistant to 
Family Services and Health |Acelero 
Learning Wisconsin |  Walton Center 
7833 W. Capitol Drive, 
Milwaukee  WI  53222 |  C: (262) 
221.6621| E: lfritz@acelero.net | 
Website: www.acelero.net 

 

 

mailto:kbromberek@acelero.net
mailto:fritz@acelero.net
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.acelero.net/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!5NFn5xQ3x6lMJsOkCG-SM5b6_56ZNFfAgZ5Kl1o-Wt5fUJVt9KNxUGIIzJMz0i92Lw7GUILGNkvKKvOdJEUGGhiU$
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Community Information: 
 

For more information 

contact: 

Behavioral Health Services 
of Racine County 
262-638-6744 
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Community Information: 
 
 

For More Info: 

https://bluedoordental.com 
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more information contact: 

Ben Weisberg  (He/ Him)  
Patient Experience Manager  
Orthodontic Experts  
________________________________
________________________________
___________________  
Mobile 847-951-7756 

Email bweisberg@orthoexp.com 
1700 W Higgins Rd | Des Plaines, IL | 
60018  
 

 

mailto:bweisberg@orthoexp.com
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Community Information: 
 

For More Info: 

Ben Weisberg  (He/ Him)  
Patient Experience Manager  
Orthodontic Experts  
______________________________________________________
_____________________________  
Mobile 847-951-7756 
Email 
bweisberg@orthoexp.com 
1700 W Higgins Rd | Des Plaines, 
IL | 60018  

mailto:bweisberg@orthoexp.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 

Ashley Hess 

Youth Specialist/ Safe Start 

Coordinator  
PO Box 1764, Racine WI 
53401  
Business Phone: 
262.633.3274 ext. 107 
Cell: 262.865.4791 
Text line: 262-221-0058 
Fax: 262.633.5523  
Crisis Line: 262.633.3233 
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more information contact: 

Shemayah Paige  

Facilitator and Community 

Outreach Coordinator   

1717 Taylor Ave- Third Floor  

Racine, WI 53403  

Office: 262-638-7797  

Email:  Shemayah.Paige@Equ

usWorks.com   

mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more info: 

Shemayah Paige  

Facilitator and Community 

Outreach Coordinator   

1717 Taylor Ave- Third Floor  

Racine, WI 53403  

Office: 262-638-7797  

Email:  Shemayah.Paige@Equ

usWorks.com   
 

 

mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 

Bouavanh XIong 
TJ/TMJ Project 

Coordinator/Supervisor 
1915 N Dr. MLK Jr Dr 

Milwaukee, WI 53212 
262-345-7861 

| bouavanh.xiong@equuswork

s.com 

mailto:bouavanh.xiong@equusworks.com
mailto:bouavanh.xiong@equusworks.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 

262-687-2222 
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more info: 

https://dtcbus.net/contact-

dtc/ 
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Community Information: 
 

For more information: 

https://beleafsurvivors.org/ 
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Foster Care Hero: Quarter 3, 2023:  Merz Cares  

You must do the things you 

think you cannot do.  

Eleanor Roosevelt 

Yum Yum for Your Tum Tum: CHERRY TOMA-
TO PASTA 
 
 
INGREDIENTS 

• 8 ounces short pasta (penne, rigatoni, orec-
chiette (shown here), shells, cavatappi, etc) 

• 3 tablespoons olive oil, divided 

• 2 pints whole cherry tomatoes 

• 1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar 

• Kosher salt 

• Fresh ground black pepper 

• 2 garlic cloves 

• ½ cup grated Parmesan cheese, divided 

• ¼ cup pasta water 

• 1 handful fresh small basil leaves, chopped 
if large 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Make the pasta: Start a pot of well salted 
water to a boil. Boil the pasta until it is just 
al dente. Start tasting a few minutes before 
the package recommends: you want it to be 
tender but still a little firm on the inside; 
usually around 7 to 8 minutes. Before drain-
ing, reserve some pasta water with a liquid 
measuring cup (at least ¼ cup). Drain the 
pasta. 

2. Blister the tomatoes: Heat 2 tablespoons 
olive oil in a very large heavy skillet over 

medium high heat. Once hot, add the toma-
toes, making sure there is space around 
each tomato (they are not touching) and the 
pan is not crowded. If you’re using a medi-
um pan, cook the tomatoes in 2 batches.* 
Cook for 1 minute without touching the pan, 
then 2 to 3 more minutes until blistered, 
shaking the pan several times to rotate the 
tomatoes. Turn off the heat and drizzle with 
the balsamic vinegar, gently shaking sever-
al times to coat. Add 2 pinches kosher 
salt and fresh ground black pepper to taste. 
Remove the tomatoes from the pan to a 
bowl. 

3. Finish the dish: Mince the garlic. Once the 
pasta is done, in the same pan, heat the 
remaining 1 tablespoon olive oil over medi-
um low heat. Add the garlic and cook 1 mi-
nute until fragrant. Deglaze the pan with ¼ 
cup pasta water, scraping the pan with a 
spoon to release all of the flavor of the to-
mato juices. Turn off the heat. 

 Add the pasta to the pan and toss to coat. 
Add the blistered tomatoes, ¼ cup grated 
Parmesan cheese, and 
basil. Season with 2 
pinches of kosher 
salt and lots of fresh 
ground pepper. Taste 
and add more salt if nec-
essary. Serve with the 
remaining ¼ cup grated 
Parmesan cheese sprin-
kled on top. 

https://www.acouplecooks.com/what-is-kosher-salt/
https://www.acouplecooks.com/what-is-kosher-salt/
https://www.acouplecooks.com/what-is-kosher-salt/
https://www.acouplecooks.com/how-to-mince-garlic/
https://www.acouplecooks.com/what-is-kosher-salt/
https://www.acouplecooks.com/what-is-kosher-salt/


 

 Racine County Foster Care Unit is a team comprised of dedicated 

staff ensuring the safety and stability of children placed in out of 

home care. As well as, educating the community on the need for 

foster providers and what the foster care program is, our staff is 

also responsible for screening, interviewing and licensing all our 

prospective foster home.  Additionally, the Racine County Foster 

Care unit is responsible for maintaining exceptional customer ser-

vice with our families, to ensure all needs are being met, by 

providing support to our homes to ensure they succeed. The Unit 

is also responsible for placement of all children who enter out of 

home care. We are the family connection. 

RACINE COUNTY 
FOSTER CARE 

1717 Taylor Ave Racine, 

WI 53403 

 

262-638-6595 

 

jessica.scheeler@racine

county.com  

 

https://

racinecounty.com/

residents/bring-them-

home-3113 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

racinecountyfostercare/ 

https://
racinecounty.com
/government/

human-services/
youth-and-family/

foster-care 

We Need You!! Harvest the Seeds of Love: 
Become a Foster Parent  
 
 

As we reach the end of summer and  
enter into Harvest time,  
we need you to help us harvest the most 
important commodity, love.  
 
 
Harvest the seeds of love,  
become a foster parent.  
 
 
Attend an Information Session to learn 
more on August 23rd at 5:30pm.  


