
Hello Racine County Community and Welcome 
Spring!!!  I don’t know about you, but I’m sure hop-
ing to have some more sun in the upcoming days! 
 
May April not be too showery but still bring much 
flowery.  Whatever the weather, I hope you are 
prepared, which leads me to  this month’s aware-
ness topic. 
 
To provide some background, several months ago a 
young lady, by the name of Theresa, contacted me 
as she was going to be running for Miss Racine and 
her platform focused on foster care.  Upon meeting 
with me and learning about our program, Theresa 
asked what some of our needs were, to which I ex-
plained, our relative caregivers are in need of as 
much support as possible, as these are folks who get 
thrust into our program without much time to pre-
pare.   Relative caregivers are family members who 
agree to take placement of family and go through 
the licensing process, however, unlike general foster 
parents, these family members have made the quick 
decision to become providers without having time 
to prepare to have children enter their home. They 
often times don’t have their home set up to meet 
licensing requirements and need additional support 
in ways of clothing or toiletries, diapers, etc. 
 
I explained to Theresa my hope was that someone 
within our community would respond to this need 
and create Caregiver Survivor Bags. These bags 
would have the essential items needed to ensure 
homes were licensable and caregivers didn’t have to 
stress too much about making ends meet to care for 
their new arrivals in their home.  I explained items 
most needed would be things such as smoke detec-
tors, carbon monoxide detectors, baby safety latch-
es, outlet covers and general household items like 
diapers and wipes. I explained it would be nice if the 
bags also had gift cards so providers could run and 
acquire extra things such as bedding or food, if 
needed. 
 
Fast forward to the present and though Theresa 
didn’t win Miss Racine, she didn’t give up her desire 
to help our program and has been in partnership 

with another one of our community partners, Faith, 
Hope and Love, who have since guided her as to 
help make this goal come true.  Theresa has since 
created an Amazon wish list to share with the com-
munity to help build these bags. 
 
Here is the link: 
 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/2V8Z7ROPQIOH1?ref_=wl_share  
 
You as community members are encouraged to help 
us build these bags by purchasing items on the wish 
list, which Theresa will have made into our bags to 
give to our relative caregivers. 
 
Around the same time of Theresa reaching out to 
me, the Moose Lodge did too and they are this 
quarter’s Foster Hero, which you can read more 
about on page 22. 
 
This is just another way in which you can help be 
part of the village and support the foster care com-
munity! 
 
Please consider purchasing items to help support 
our relative caregivers. 
 
Thank you so much to Theresa for not giving up and 
continuing to pursue this goal of helping our pro-
gram. 
 
Interested in learning how you can help support our 
program or get involved? Contact me, Jess Scheeler,  
jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com 

You can help make a difference: Caregiver Survival Bags 

Special points of 

interest: 

• Come to an Info 

Session in April and 

earn a Grub Hub 

gift card! 

• Don’t forget to 

vote!  Keep an eye 

on our Facebook 

page and  Vote 

April 10-17th for 

this year’s sticker 

contest winner! 

• A huge thank you 

to both the Moose 

Lodge and Theresa 

for supporting our 

efforts to provide 

relative caregivers 

with bags! 
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Information Sessions 

Take a leap in the right 

direction and spring into 

becoming a foster parent! 

Come learn more about 

Racine County Foster 

Care! 
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 These topic specific online classes are designed for parents or caregivers raising 
children together while living apart. A new topic every month! Register today at 
https://bit.ly/3ioqBJr 

Training Opportunities: Resilient Co-Parenting  

For more info: 

Sarah Hawks 

Family and Community Educator 

UW-Madison Division of Extension - 

Racine County 

1072 Milwaukee Avenue 

Burlington, WI 53105 

  

Phone (262) 767-2916 

WI Relay 7-1-1 

New Email Address – 

sarah.hawks@wisc.edu  

Web site - 

https://racine.extension.wisc.edu/  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bit.ly/3ioqBJr__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHlftL-jVM$
tel:%28262%29%20767-2916
mailto:sarah.hawks@wisc.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/racine.extension.wisc.edu/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHldQewiEX$
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Training Opportunities: Triple P 

For more info: 

Jackie Schommer, CHES 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Program Manager – 

Community Health and 

Education 

Children’s Wisconsin  

Phone: 414-292-4204  

childrenswi.org 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.childrenswi.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!8Zs3MGCGfCikBYObvX_jeqCb8YBUYe6CuZLCkyyArxWznFUMIonKoa0OWdsisxZhwWWPNTJOPrnkxLH4UJPOXAMaeQzpOuhp$
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Community Information: 
 

Check out Racine Theatre Guild’s 85th 
Season! 

 

For more info: 

https://

racinetheatre.org/ 
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Training Opportunities: Triple P 

For more info: 

Jackie Schommer, CHES 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Program Manager – 

Community Health and 

Education 

Children’s Wisconsin  

Phone: 414-292-4204  

childrenswi.org 
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: Amy 

Wolfe  

Director of Development 

SFFC-Racine and Kenosha  

Cell: 262-757-3365 

 Office: 262-725-5199 ext.700 

 E-mail: 

amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org  

 

mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org
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Community Information: 
 

For More Info: 

https://bluedoordental.com 
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more info contact:  

Jose Lovo, CWDP. 

Transitional Jobs Program 

Employment Coach 

1717 Taylor Ave 

Racine, WI 53403 

262.638.6660 

jose.lovo@umos.org 

mailto:jose.lovo@umos.org
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Community Information: 
 

For More Info: 

Jose Lovo, CWDP. 

Transitional Jobs Program 

Employment Coach 

1717 Taylor Ave 

Racine, WI 53403 

262.638.6660 

jose.lovo@umos.org 

 

mailto:jose.lovo@umos.org
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact:  

Shemayah Paige  

Facilitator and Community 

Outreach Coordinator   

1717 Taylor Ave- Third Floor  

Racine, WI 53403  

Office: 262-638-7797  

Email:  Shemayah.Paige@EquusW

orks.com   
 

 

mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
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Community Information: 

For More Info: 

Shemayah Paige  

Facilitator and Community 

Outreach Coordinator   

1717 Taylor Ave- Third Floor  

Racine, WI 53403  

Office: 262-638-7797  

Email:  Shemayah.Paige@Equus

Works.com   

 

 

mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
mailto:Shemayah.Paige@EquusWorks.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact:  

262-687-2222 



Page 14 

Community Information: 
 
 

The Kids Bowl Free Program is a great oppor-

tunity for kids ages 2-17 to get 2 free games of 

bowling a day during the summer.  The Lanes 

in Racine is a participating alley, however, 

there are locations throughout the State that 

participate in the program.  Attached is a link 

to the website where someone can sign up and 

get more information.  A great resource to help 

keep kids busy doing something fun and posi-

tive.   

 

www.kidsbowlfree.com 
 

 For More Info: 

Www.kidsbowlfree.com 

 

 

http://www.kidsbowlfree.com
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact:  

https://rcoc.us/car-show 
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Community Information: 
 
 

Come check out Belle City Learning 
Center’s Easter Egg Hunt Event: 

For More Info: 

Cheyenne Vernezze 

Cross Categorical SPED Teacher 

262.664.8400 Ext. 8433 
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Community Information: 
Mitchell LIFT Programming 2022-
2023 
 
Individual Counseling 
 
Sexual Assault Services’ Bilingual 
Therapist (Kari Wilder) can provide 
counseling sessions for male or female, 
middle school-aged sexual abuse survi-
vors in English or Spanish.  These ses-
sions will occur once a week during the 
school day. 
 
Support (Therapy) Group 
 
Two staff members, including at least 
one Master’s-level therapist, will facili-
tate an approximately 10-12 week sup-
port group for middle school-aged fe-
male survivors of sexual abuse.  The 
group will consist of activities, discus-
sions, and art projects intended to make 
connections between participants and 
facilitate healing.  The group is offered 
in English only. 
 
Educational Groups 
 
SAS’s Bilingual Therapist (Kari Wilder) 
and SAS’s Family Support Advocate 
(Christa Dasher) will facilitate a 10-
session educational group called My 
Life My Choice.  This group is intended 
for female-identifying adolescents who 
are identified as survivors of or at-risk 
for human trafficking.  The curriculum 
of My Life My Choice is aimed at vul-
nerable girls and is intended to provide 
them with a safety net of proven solu-
tions, grounded in evidence, to protect 
them from predators and exploitation.  
See https://www.mylifemychoice.org/ 
for additional information.  This group 
will be offered in English only. 
 
SAS staff will offer an approximately 
12-session educational group called 
Making the Peace.  This group is intend-
ed for male-identifying adolescents and 
utilizes videos, activities, and discus-
sions to address the root causes of vio-

lence in our society.  The lessons in 
Making the Peace encourage young men 
to be active bystanders and upstanders, 
teaching them to safely intervene if they 
see someone in an unsafe situation.  
This group also plants seeds of 
knowledge and compassion in the hopes 
that the effects will ripple out from each 
participant, creating safer communities 
in the future.  This group will be offered 
in English only. 
 
Educational Sessions 
 
SAS staff will offer brief educational 
presentations for parents.  These presen-
tations will be centered around preven-
tion of sexual abuse, warning signs of 
sexual abuse, and being a good support 
person for a child who has experienced 
sexual abuse. 
 
For more information about any of 
these services email in-
fo@beleafsurvivors.com or call (262) 
619-1634 
 
SAS Staff 
 
All staff can be reached by phone at the 
Racine office: (262) 619-1634 
*denotes Spanish-speaking staff 
 
Email Contacts: 
Executive Director, Karen Fetherston:  
kfetherston@beleafsurvivors.org 
Program Director, Samantha Sustachek:  
ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org 
Bilingual Therapist, Kari Wilder*: 
kwilder@beleafsurvivors.org 
Rural Services Coordinator & Therapist, Vicki Biehn: 
vbiehn@beleafsurvivors.org 
Family Support Advocate, Christa Dasher: cdash-
er@beleafsurvivors.org 
Bilingual Outreach Advocate, Annabell Bustillos*:  
abustillos@beleafsurvivors.org 
SCAN Prevention Educator, Luna Dodge: 
ldodge@beleafsurvivors.org 

 

For More Info: 

Samantha Sustachek (she, her, hers) 

Program Director 

Sexual Assault Services 

2000 Domanik Drive  I  Racine, WI 53404 

P: 262.619.1634 Ext. 112  I  F: 262.619.1638 

SAS 24/7 Hotline: 262.637.7233 

Spanish Warmline: 262.424.3134 

ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org 

 

https://www.mylifemychoice.org/
mailto:info@beleafsurvivors.com
mailto:info@beleafsurvivors.com
mailto:kfetherston@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:kwilder@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:vbiehn@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:cdasher@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:cdasher@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:abustillos@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:ldodge@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: 

Lori 
McLaughlin | Executive Assi
stant to Family Services and 
Health |Acelero Learning 
Wisconsin |  Walton Center 
7833 W. Capitol Drive, 
Milwaukee  WI  
53222 |  C: (262) 
221.6621| E: lfritz@acelero.n
et | Website: www.acelero.net 

mailto:kbromberek@acelero.net
mailto:fritz@acelero.net
mailto:fritz@acelero.net
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.acelero.net/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!5NFn5xQ3x6lMJsOkCG-SM5b6_56ZNFfAgZ5Kl1o-Wt5fUJVt9KNxUGIIzJMz0i92Lw7GUILGNkvKKvOdJEUGGhiU$
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Community Information: 
 

For more information 

contact: 

Behavioral Health Services 
262-638-6744 
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Community Information: 
 

For more info: 

Lori A Radtke, SSW 
~Cooper, Waller, Winkler, Dyer, 
Lyons Center 
248 Kendall Street, Burlington, 
WI 53105 
(Cooper) 262-763-0180 Ext 2224 
(Waller) 262-763-0185 
(Dyer) 262-763-0220 ext 2226 
(Winkler) 262-539-2726 
(Lyons) 262-763-5380 
Google Voice: (262) 955-8955 
Email: LRadtke@basd.k12.wi.us 

mailto:LRadtke@basd.k12.wi.us
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 
Ashley Hess 

Youth Specialist/ Safe Start 

Coordinator  
PO Box 1764, Racine WI 
53401  
Business Phone: 
262.633.3274 ext. 107 
Cell: 262.865.4791 
Text line: 262-221-0058 
Fax: 262.633.5523  
Crisis Line: 262.633.3233 
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Community Information: 
 

UW-Parkside is hosting an Environmental Explorer's camp during Spring Break this year for 

middle school youth (ages 11-14). The program will run from April 11-13 from 9 am - 12 pm 

and will be held on the UW-Parkside campus and is run by UW-Parkside faculty! We also have 

scholarships from DPI that will cover the full cost of the camp! In order to qualify for the schol-

arship, the student just needs to be receiving Free or Reduced Lunch. Parents/Students 

should apply for the scholarship prior to registering for the camp. Once their scholarship appli-

cation is approved, a code to register will be sent that will allow them to register for free. They 

can apply for the scholarship here: https://hipaa.jotform.com/230394561887164. The appli-

cation is HIPAA compliant. They can also access the scholarship application, as well as regis-

tration on our website: https://www.uwp.edu/learn/continuingeducation/youth/stem.cfm  

For more info: 
Mallory Evans 

Outreach Program Manager 

Professional and Continuing 

Education 

Pronouns: She, her, hers 

evansm@uwp.edu  |  262-

595-2402  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hipaa.jotform.com/230394561887164__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!-cXIhpHSRcuoSxMkCqHR1hmR2dpL5fc4GTtS9EQ8EIiY7aDNYt0P6CK3XNYT78PYzWBBXhUzeoyRxL8CUTkjIbKnMw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https*3a*2f*2fwww.uwp.edu*2flearn*2fcontinuingeducation*2fyouth*2fstem.cfm&c=E,1,tPg00h1d4nxropY73PmMqfiUdxMmoghE8v2LnO9x0vmpodZXTael9fzS_apxxz_vVDyADVdeQKZ6urZCEq3YSaeKX_9Cznr_P5V-28-I&typo=1__
mailto:evansm@uwp.edu
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Foster Care Hero Quarter 2, 2023:  Racine Moose 

Lodge 

“The most difficult thing is 

the decision to act, the rest 

is merely tenacity.” -

 Amelia Earhart  

Yum Yum for Your Tum Tum Chocolate 

Peanut Butter Chia Protein Pudding  

 

Ingredients 
• 1 scoop (~34g) chocolate peanut 
butter protein powder (I used Trutein. 
plain chocolate works fine as well) 
• 1/4 tsp vanilla extract 
• 1/2 cup unsweetened vanilla al-
mond milk 
• 1 tbsp chia seeds 
• stevia drops to taste (I used 4 
drops chocolate stevia) 
opt: 1 tbsp peanut flour for a more 
"peanuty" taste, dark chocolate shav-
ings for garnish 
 

Instructions 
1. Combine all ingredients in small 
glass container or cup (except choco-
late shavings) 
2. Cover and refrigerate for at least 
30mins (or overnight) to allow the chia 

seeds to expand and thicken the mix-
ture 
3. Enjoy! Optionally (but highly rec-
ommended), you may add some dark 
chocolate shavings on top! 
 
4. This should last 2-3 days covered in 
the fridge! 



 

 Racine County Foster Care Unit is a team comprised of dedicated 

staff ensuring the safety and stability of children placed in out of 

home care. As well as, educating the community on the need for 

foster providers and what the foster care program is, our staff is 

also responsible for screening, interviewing and licensing all our 

prospective foster home.  Additionally, the Racine County Foster 

Care unit is responsible for maintaining exceptional customer ser-

vice with our families, to ensure all needs are being met, by 

providing support to our homes to ensure they succeed. The Unit 

is also responsible for placement of all children who enter out of 

home care. We are the family connection. 

RACINE COUNTY 
FOSTER CARE 

1717 Taylor Ave Racine, 

WI 53403 

 

262-638-6595 

 

jessica.scheeler@racine

county.com  

 

https://

racinecounty.com/

residents/bring-them-

home-3113 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

racinecountyfostercare/ 

https://
racinecounty.com
/government/

human-services/
youth-and-family/

foster-care 

We Need You!  
 
Knock, knock… 
 
Whose there? 
 
It’s no joke…. 
 
Racine County ain’t foolin’ around, we are in need of more 
homes! 
 
When asked whose there, will you answer the knock? 
 
Spring into action and become a Racine County foster 
parent! 
 
Attend an upcoming Info Session, April 26th at 5:30pm! 
 
Contact Jess to register: 262-638-
6595 or  
jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com 


