
With the final month of  summer 
upon us, as k iddos enjoy the Dog 
Days, we as parents, look to-
wards the not to distant future 
and think about preparing our 
chi ldren to return to school.  
There are tons of articles on 
getting ready to return to school 
but I think one of  the most im-
portant lessons we can teach, is 
one that is often over looked and 
not highlighted enough, teaching 
our chi ldren it ’s alright  to fai l .   
Failure isn ’ t a bad thing and in 
fact, we al l  do it.   It ’s part of l i fe 
and the learning process. W e 
usually don ’ t  learn unless we fai l .  
Too of ten fai lure has a negative 
connotation, however, learning to 
bounce back from our mistakes is 
key in achieving growth.  

This article spoke to me, as per-
sonally, over the last school year 
and this summer,  my own chil -
dren have struggled with this 
concept, having breakdowns if 
they don ’ t get  something “right” 
and not wanting to get any school 
work “wrong” so not even trying 
anything because it ’s too stress-
ful. Equipping our chi ldren with 
the power to accept fai lure wil l  
make them stronger people.  

In this wonderful art icle, “What if...I 
Fail? Teaching Your Kids It's OK to 
Fail,” by Samantha Gratton, it highlights 
four key points to help teach your kids 
about failure.  Please note the refer-
ences are to PDS Kids Shows. The 
article reads: 
 
“I’m not the best at drawing!” my 4-year-
old cried, wiping away tears. He and his 
sister were drawing pictures, and then 
he attempted to write “Daddy” at the 
bottom of the page with my guidance. 
He found it particularly upsetting that 
his letter “y” came out looking like an “x” 
and his “d” resembled a “p” because, 
well, learning to write is hard. 
 
Of course, I came over to give him a 
hug and a little pep talk: “This is hard, 
but I know you can do it! Writing and 
drawing takes a lot of practice and 
perseverance to learn. I’m so proud of 
you for trying!” 
My kids have many talents. I’m con-

stantly amazed by what they are doing 
and accomplishing, but they don’t al-
ways see it the same way. Almost 
everything they encounter seems like a 
new challenge, sometimes easily con-
quered and other times a long and 
tedious process of learning. Through 
each new experience or problem, I 
encourage them, but unsuccessful 
attempts still feel like failure in their 
eyes. 
 
Here are four ways to work through 
failure with your kids:  
 
1. Learn through mistakes: In one of our 
favorite shows, “Xavier Riddle and the 
Secret Museum,” the main characters 
travel back in time to visit different 
people in history. When Xavier meets 
the Wright Brothers, they tell him 
“mistakes help you learn,” as they 
continue to try and fail at flying a plane 
before finally becoming successful. 
Identifying mistakes as a learning op-
portunity with your child reframes it 
positively and helps them to move 
forward. 
Mistakes don’t have to be a bad thing. 
Whether it’s spilled milk at breakfast or 
a fallen tower of blocks, this helpful tune 
from “Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood” is a 
great reminder to tell us what to do 
next. “It’s okay to make mistakes! Try to 
fix them, and learn from them, too!” It’s 
a two-step process to move forward. 
Instead of only focusing on fixing the 
mistake or adapting, also ask, “What 
can we learn from this mistake?” 
 
2. Ask questions together: In one epi-
sode of “Elinor Wonders Why,” Elinor, 
Ari, and Olive are trying to build a fast 
race car by replicating someone else’s. 
They try painting it, adding a cupholder, 
and changing the shape, each time 
asking: What’s different? What’s simi-
lar? Will this work? What other exam-
ples can we learn from? They take 
notes by drawing pictures of their ob-
servations along the way until they 
reach a conclusion. If your child is 
struggling to make sense of something, 
ask questions to promote critical think-
ing. This not only changes the way they 
think about the challenge, but it also 
fosters conversation between you as 
they tackle it.  
 
3.Try new things: Failure might happen 
when trying something for the first time, 
which can feel discouraging or frustrat-
ing. Without prior experience, there are 
a lot of “what-ifs” or unmet expecta-
tions. In an episode of “Molly of Denali,” 
Molly wants to compete in the Native 
Youth Olympics like her dad, but is sad 

to find she isn’t good at the high kick 
like he was. Instead of giving up, she 
keeps trying different events to find one 
she does well. As fun as it is when my 
kids like the same activities I enjoy, 
finding something that suits their unique 
strengths and interests is even better. 
To get there, try and discover new 
things together, claiming it as an adven-
ture rather than a failure if it doesn’t go 
as planned. If one thing doesn’t work 
out, explain that it’s an opportunity to try 
something else.  
 
4. Practice and persevere: Sometimes 
our kids aren’t making a mistake or 
trying something new, but simply still 
learning and developing. In the “Fastest 
Fetcher” episode of “Donkey Hodie,” 
Bob Dog is fetching a ball as fast as he 
can but is still outrun by the turtle. He 
tries and tries, but just can’t keep up. 
Instead of quitting for good, Donkey 
Hodie reminds him that it’s not always 
about being the best, but about loving 
what you do. When your kids are strug-
gling to master something, remind them 
why they’re doing it. Is it for fun? Is it 
working towards a bigger goal? Help 
them to see beyond the tough parts and 
motivate them to keep at it. 
In learning and exploring, we’re all 
going to face challenges — that’s a part 
of life. Every episode of “Peg + Cat” 
inevitably reaches the point where Peg 
exclaims, “We’ve got a really big prob-
lem!” Kids need to know that problems 
are okay and to be expected. Instead of 
resisting challenges or new things out 
of fear of failure, encourage your kids to 
embrace challenges and even the 
possibility of failure. Whether it’s a math 
problem, an interpersonal problem, or a 
persistence problem, we all need to 
work together to figure out the solution. 
 
Teaching our kids now these four im-
portant lessons will help reduce some 
of the anxiety and upset surrounding 
school. Remember to give yourself and 
your children grace and prepare for a 
great new school year! 
 
The PBS Kids site has other great 
articles to help you prepare to go back 
to school too! 
 
Sources: 
Gratton, Samantha, “What if...I Fail? 
Teaching Your Kids It’s OK to Fail,” 
July, 20, 2021, PBS Kids, 
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/what
-if-i-fail-teaching-your-kids-its-ok-to-fail 
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Information Sessions 

That’s right! In person 

Info Sessions are back! 

Sign up today to learn 

more about foster care! 
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Training Opportunities: Strengthening Families  

For more info or to 

register, contact Luci at 

262-945-0291 
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Training Opportunities: Triple P  

For more info: 

https://

www.planetfitness.com/

summerpass/

preregistration 
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Community Information: 
 

Check out Racine Theatre Guild’s 85th 
Season! 

Second Show of the Season is Native 
Gardens from September 16-October 2 

For more info: 

https://

racinetheatre.org/ 
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Community Information: Community Care Days!! 

For more info: 

https://caledonia-

wi.gov/sites/default/

files/Community%

20Care%20Days%20%

283%29.pdf 
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Community Information: 
 

Teen Reach Adventure Camps (TRAC) are a three day, single gender 

camp where youth, ages 12-15, who have either been in the foster 

care system or are at risk for being in the system, experience the 

outdoors and participate in activities that improve trust, self-

esteem, problem-solving skills, and teamwork. We provide a safe 

place for youth with safe people who care about them! We focus on 

teaching campers the skills they need to be successful in life in-

cluding life skills, positive social skills and self-esteem, all while 

having fun and enjoying nature through activities like hiking, fish-

ing, archery, and other games.  

Campers will be provided transportation to and from camp and is 

FREE to attend! Camp is Friday – Sunday and campers will stay 

overnight at camp Friday and Saturday nights. We also offer a men-

toring program for youth who attend camp.    

 

This year the camps will be in the fall. Boy’s camp will be Septem-

ber 22 – 25 and Girl’s camp will be October 14 – 16.  

 

Link for Boy’s camp application: https://

hipaa.jotform.com/220527750616151 

 

Link for Girl’s camp application: https://

hipaa.jotform.com/220527712384151 

 

And here’s the link to the website for more information: 

https://www.krtrac.com/ 

 

For more info: 

https://www.krtrac.com/ 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fhipaa.jotform.com*2F220527750616151&data=05*7C01*7CAnnette.Howze*40kenoshacounty.org*7Cc5c8ff42f4404acdbcc908da2ec22980*7C398ef54a8fda4dbc9488d353f54c7af3*7C1*7C0*7C6
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fhipaa.jotform.com*2F220527750616151&data=05*7C01*7CAnnette.Howze*40kenoshacounty.org*7Cc5c8ff42f4404acdbcc908da2ec22980*7C398ef54a8fda4dbc9488d353f54c7af3*7C1*7C0*7C6
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fhipaa.jotform.com*2F220527712384151&data=05*7C01*7CAnnette.Howze*40kenoshacounty.org*7Cc5c8ff42f4404acdbcc908da2ec22980*7C398ef54a8fda4dbc9488d353f54c7af3*7C1*7C0*7C6
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fhipaa.jotform.com*2F220527712384151&data=05*7C01*7CAnnette.Howze*40kenoshacounty.org*7Cc5c8ff42f4404acdbcc908da2ec22980*7C398ef54a8fda4dbc9488d353f54c7af3*7C1*7C0*7C6
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more info contact 

Travis at 262-636-3721  
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Community Information: 
 
 

For more info contact 

Travis at 

travis.richardson@racin

ecounty.com  
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Community Information: 
 

 

For more info contact 

Travis at 262-636-3721  
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact 

Amy at 262-757-3365  or 

amywolfe@safefamilieswi.

org  

mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org
mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org
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Community Information: 

For more info contact 

Amy at 262-757-3365  or 

amywolfe@safefamilieswi.

org  

mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org
mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org
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Community Information: 
 

 

Contact Katie Meader for 

more  info! 262-945-8205 
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Community Information: 

Contact Katie Meader for 

more  info! 262-945-8205 
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Community Information: 
 

Contact Katie Meader for 

more  info! 262-945-8205 
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Community Information: 

For more info:: Tayna 

Williams at (262) 898-

4757  
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Community Information: 
 

For more info:: Tayna 

Williams at (262) 898-

4757  
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Community Information: 

For more info check out: 

https://alwi.acelero.net/ 
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Foster Care Hero August 2022:  

We are each other’s 

harvest; we are each 

other’s business; we 

are each other’s 

magnitude and bond.  – 

Gwendolyn Brooks  

Yum Yum for Your Tum 
Tum:    California Grilled 
Chicken 
 
INGREDIENTS  
3/4 c. balsamic vinegar 

1 tsp. garlic powder 

2 tbsp. Honey 

2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive 

oil 

2 tsp. Italian seasoning 

Kosher salt  
Freshly ground black pep-
per  
4 boneless skinless 

chicken breasts 

4 slices mozzarella 

4 slices avocado 

4 slices tomato 

2 tbsp. Freshly sliced 

basil, for garnish 

Balsamic glaze, for driz-

zling  

 

DIRECTIONS  

In a small bowl, whisk 

together balsamic vine-

gar, garlic powder, hon-

ey, oil, and Italian sea-

soning and season with 

salt and pepper. Pour 

over chicken and mari-

nate 20 minutes. 

 

When ready to grill, heat 

grill to medium-high. Oil 

grates and grill chicken 

until charred and 

cooked through, 8 

minutes per side. 

 

Top chicken with moz-

zarella, avocado, and 

tomato and cover grill to 

melt, 2 minutes. 

 

Garnish with basil and 

drizzle with balsamic 

glaze. 



 

 Racine County Foster Care Unit is a team comprised of dedicated 

staff ensuring the safety and stability of children placed in out of 

home care. As well as, educating the community on the need for 

foster providers and what the foster care program is, our staff is 

also responsible for screening, interviewing and licensing all our 

prospective foster home.  Additionally, the Racine County Foster 

Care unit is responsible for maintaining exceptional customer ser-

vice with our families, to ensure all needs are being met, by 

providing support to our homes to ensure they succeed. The Unit 

is also responsible for placement of all children who enter out of 

home care. We are the family connection. 

RACINE COUNTY 
FOSTER CARE 

1717 Taylor Ave Racine, 

WI 53403 

 

262-638-6595 

 

jessica.scheeler@racine

county.com  

 

https://

racinecounty.com/

residents/bring-them-

home-3113 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

racinecountyfostercare/ 

https://
racinecounty.com
/government/

human-services/
youth-and-family/

foster-care 

We Need You!! Harvest the Seeds of Love: 
Become a Foster Parent 
 
As we reach the end of summer and enter into 
Harvest time, we need you to help us harvest the 
most important commodity,  love. 
 
Harvest the seeds of love, become a foster parent. 
 
Attend an Information Session to learn more on 
August 17th at 5:30pm.   
 
 


