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We are seeking two items from this variance appeal application: #1 install retaining walls within the 75’
set back from shoreline and #2 increase impervious percentage to 36%.

The hardship is: without retaining walls we eliminate the walkout lower level (need for ADA). This
removes the ability for the lake property to offer healing, therapy, fellowship, and joy for people
experiencing serious health issues. The number one concern preventing people with serious health
concerns from visiting the lake is “ease of mobility.” Example: bathroom facilities, resting areas, eating
facilities, weather conditions......

The unusual circumstance is the lot elevation decreases 16 feet from road side elevation of 792’ to the
lake front elevation of 776’. Due to the 16’ decrease in elevation, the only way to create a walkout lower
level is to incorporate retaining walls within the 75’ set back area. We attempted to place the retaining
walls along the lot lines on both sides of the house, but this created a stormwater drainage issue. I've
included photos of adjacent properties north and south of the proposed property all using retaining
walls. The stone/brick/concrete retaining walls would create a positive uniform look with the other
surrounding and adjacent properties.

The easy financial decision is to construct the first level only: less costly to build, maintain, operate, and
cost for installing retaining walls. But we’re not being called to take the “easy route,” we’re being called
to do the “right thing” which is to share the beauty and healing powers of the lake. We are being called
to be good stewards and believe this new lake home is a wonderful opportunity to help and care for
others when life presents difficult challenges. From a public interest position, sharing, caring, and
helping others can only be positive for the community.

We would like to propose removing the old concrete wall along the shoreline (72’ long times 3.5” high =
approximately 252’ of old wall) along with restoring the shoreline with two planting areas depicted on
the elevation map. By taking this action we would propose adding two brick/stone/concrete retaining
walls as depicted on the map using a 3’ to 1’ slope for the walls and also increasing the impervious
percentage to 36%.

Additional notes:

With out the retaining walls erosion maybe a possibility. We are exploring landscaping options to
enhance and maintain water quality of the lake. To bridge the gap until construction begins we have
seeded the lot to help maintain water quality and prevent run off. Also, we have combined the two
properties into one tax ID number as requested by the county.

RECEIVED

JUN 282021

RACINE COUNTY
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