
August 8, 2006 1 
RESOLUTION NO. 2006-65 2 

 3 
RESOLUTION BY THE PUBLIC  WORKS, PARKS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 4 
AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING TERMS WITH THE WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF 5 
TRANSPORTATION FOR A CONGESTION MITIGATION AIR QUALITY (CMAQ) PROGRAM 6 
GRANT FOR THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE “MRK 7 
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN TRAIL” 8 
 9 
To the Honorable Members of the Racine County Board of Supervisors: 10 
 11 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that the County is 12 
authorized to enter into a CMAQ Program Project Agreement in the amount of $1,272,000, as 13 
identified in “Exhibit A” that is attached hereto and incorporated herein. 14 
 15 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that the 16 
Public Works Department, or their agent, is authorized to design and construct a 17 
bicycle/pedestrian bridge and trail as a continuation of the current MRK trail from Cliffside Park 18 
to the Seven Mile Road adjacent to the Union Pacific Rail corridor. 19 
 20 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that the 21 
Public Works Department will comply with a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal of 22 
12% of total construction costs. 23 
 24 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that Racine 25 
County Department of Public Works is hereby authorized to apply for any grants available from 26 
the Wisconsin Energy Corporation Inc. and others for funding toward the local match required 27 
for the construction of this bicycle/pedestrian trail. 28 
 29 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that 30 
easement agreements, permits, licenses or other such agreements with WE Energies and the 31 
Union Pacific Railroad and other parties are authorized and approved in order to secure and 32 
accept permission to extend MRK Bicycle/Pedestrian Trail under the following conditions: 33 
1. That the purpose of said agreements is to allow Racine County to locate and construct a 34 

bicycle/pedestrian trail on property owned by others through voluntary agreements. 35 
2. That in return for the permission: 36 

a) Racine County shall agree to indemnify, protect, save and hold harmless the 37 
parties who grant permission for any liability arising out of the use of said 38 
properties. 39 

b) That Racine County shall agree to prevent erosion and restore the land to 40 
acceptable standards. 41 

3. That the parties will give permission to Racine County for the use of some of their lands 42 
pursuant to said agreements the MRK Bicycle/Pedestrian Trail. 43 

4. Such other terms and conditions as the Corporation Counsel and the Director of Public 44 
Works deems necessary and appropriate. 45 

 46 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that this 47 
resolution does not authorize expenditure for the construction of the bicycle/pedestrian trail or 48 
bridge and that remainder of the actual allocation of said match monies necessary to carry out  49 
 50 
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 4 
the construction of the trail or bridge be authorized at a later date by the Racine County Budget 5 
or subsequent resolution by the Racine County Board of Supervisors  6 
 7 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Racine County Board of Supervisors that any two 8 
of the County Clerk, the County Executive and/or the County Board Chairman are authorized to 9 
execute any contracts, agreements or other documents necessary to carry out the intent of this 10 
resolution.    11 
   Respectfully submitted, 12 
 13 
1st Reading _____ PUBLIC WORKS, PARKS AND FACILITIES 14 
   COMMITTEE 15 
2nd Reading _____  16 
   ____________________________________ 17 
BOARD ACTION  Gilbert Bakke, Chairman 18 
 Adopted _____  19 
 For _____ ____________________________________ 20 
 Against _____ Daniel F. Sharkozy, Vice-Chairman 21 
 Absent _____  22 
   ____________________________________ 23 
VOTE REQUIRED: Majority Mike Dawson, Secretary 24 
    25 
Prepared by:  ____________________________________ 26 
Corporation Counsel  Diane M. Lange 27 
 28 
                                                                       ____________________________________ 29 
   Donnie Snow 30 
 31 

____________________________________ 32 
Robert D. Grove 33 

 34 
      ____________________________________ 35 
      Kenneth Hall 36 

 37 
 38 

INFORMATION ONLY 39 
 40 
 WHEREAS, Racine County board Resolution 2006-29 adopted the Racine County Park 41 
and Open Space Plan and Resolution 2001-12 adopted the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian 42 
Facilities System Plan; and   43 
 44 

WHEREAS, the adopted plans recommended that a recreational trail adjacent to the 45 
Union Pacific Railroad’s east corridor be completed from Layard Avenue in the City of Racine to 46 
the Milwaukee County border; and 47 

 48 
 49 
 50 
 51 
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 4 
WHEREAS, Racine County has constructed and opened a bicycle/pedestrian trail under 5 

a License Agreement with WE Energies along the corridor from Layard Avenue northward 6 
currently ending at Six Mile Road; and  7 

 8 
WHEREAS, WE Energies has indicated that it will construct and continue the 9 

bicycle/pedestrian trail through its property north of Seven Mile Road, connecting with a 10 
Milwaukee County trail, as part of the current power plant expansion project; and  11 

 12 
WHEREAS, The amount of the CMAQ Grant makes up 80% of the estimated 13 

$1,690,000 total cost of the project for planning, design and construction of a trail bridge over 14 
the rail corridor and a trail segment between Cliffside Park and Seven Mile Road; and 15 

 16 
WHEREAS, The project requires local matching funds of 20% for a schedule consisting 17 

of design engineering and right-of-way acquisition in 2006-07 and construction in 2008; and 18 
 19 
WHEREAS, Racine County Board of Supervisors has authorized and funded the 20% 20 

local matching funds in the 2006 Annual Budget; and 21 
 22 
WHEREAS, The Wisconsin Energies Corporation Foundation, Inc. provides grants with 23 

a goal to foster mutually beneficial relationships between WE Energies subsidiaries and 24 
community organizations and may assist with local match funding for this project; and  25 

 26 
WHEREAS, Anticipated land or right-of-way acquisition for this project is eligible for 27 

acquisition using Land and Water Conservation (LAWCON) funding available to Racine County 28 
and will qualify as local matching funds for this project; and 29 

 30 
WHEREAS, The implementation and construction of this trail segment is in keeping with 31 

adopted plans, provides transportation, recreational and tourist activities for Racine County and 32 
is good public policy. 33 

 34 
 35 
 36 
 37 










