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I.
Public Policy, Purpose, and Presumption – Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81(1); 19.31 
“[I]t is declared to be the policy of this state that the public is entitled to the fullest and most complete information regarding the affairs of government as is compatible with the conduct of government business.”

The public records law “shall be construed in every instance with a presumption of complete public access, consistent with the conduct of government business.  The denial of public access generally is contrary to the public interest, and only in an exceptional case may access be denied.”

II.
Questions:
Office of Corporation Counsel, Racine County (262) 636-3115



County Official’s Handbook: https://www.wicounties.org/uploads/pub/4th-edition-handbook.pdf



Wisconsin Department of Justice (608) 266-3952
http://www.doj.state.wi.us/dls/open-government  
III.
Open Meetings Law – Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81-19.98
A.
Meeting.  A “meeting” of a governmental body occurs whenever two requirements are satisfied: (i) there is a purpose to engage in governmental business; and (ii) the number of members present is sufficient to determine the course of action.

B.
CAUTION.  Communication By E-Mail or Telephone.  The necessary ingredient for violation of the open meetings law is communication between a sufficient number of members.

C.
Walking Quorum.  A series of gatherings among separate groups of members of a governmental body, each less than quorum size, who agree, tacitly or explicitly, to act uniformly in sufficient number to reach a quorum.
D.
Requirements For Open Meetings – Wis. Stat. §§ 19.81(2) and 19.83

1.
Advance public notice of each meeting

2.
Conduct all business in open session, unless an exemption to the requirement applies

3.
Meetings shall be held in places reasonably accessible to members of the public and shall be open to all citizens at all times unless otherwise expressly provided by law
IV.
Public Records Law – Wis. Stat. §§ 19.31-19.39


A.
Records Defined: Every form of information “created or kept by an authority” except where an exception exists

B.
Motivation of those seeking access to public records is immaterial.

C.
Retention:  All county records for which a specific retention period is not established shall be retained for a period of not less than seven (7) years, unless another period is designated by ordinance.  Sec. 2-453.
D.
Response must be provided “as soon as practicable and without delay.”  Wis. Stat. § 19.35(4)(a).
V.
Penalties  

     •
Any member of a governmental body who knowingly attends a meeting held in violation of the open meetings law, is subject to a forfeiture of between $25 and $300 for each violation.

     •   
Court may void any action taken at a meeting held in violation of the open meetings law.
     •    
Attorneys’ fees, damages of not less than $100, and other actual costs shall be awarded to a requester who prevails in substantial part in an action concerning access to records
